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•Offering cervical cancer screening to HIV-infected 

women integrated into HIV-care is feasible. 

• It generates a high yield of cervical inflammation, 

STIs and dysplasia, which otherwise would have been 

missed. 

•Excellent follow-up can be achieved among HIV-clinic 

attendees as there is a recall system in place.

Cervical cancer is the most common malignancy among 

women in India. HIV-infected women have a higher risk 

of cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN) and cervical 

cancer than the general population, partly due to 

persistent Human Papillomavirus (HPV) infection.

LESSONS LEARNED

ISSUES

•Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) has been 

operating an HIV clinic in Khar(W), Mumbai since 2006, 

which provides care and treatment free of charge to 

patients referred by public and public-private ART 

Centers and by a network of community NGOs.

•MSF and the Preventive Oncology Department, 

Tata Memorial Hospital, Mumbai organized cervical 

cancer screening of all HIV-infected women attending 

the HIV-clinic from February to October 2010. 

•The program focused on early detection and 

treatment of cervical abnormalities. 

•Follow-up for biopsy and treatment (including Sexually 

Transmitted infections (STIs)) were offered free of 

charge.

PROJECT

RESULTS

Patient characteristics

•77 women were screened: 

•Median age was 38.4 years (IQR:33.6-41.2)

•Median CD4-count at antiretroviral treatment 

initiation was 137 cells/µl (IQR:78-283)

Pap test results & HPV infection

•14 (18%) women had either low-grade (LSIL) or 

high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (HSIL) 

•41 (53%) had inflammatory reactions 

•HPV-DNA was detected in the cervical brushing of 19

(25%)

Cervical biopsy

• 3 women with CIN-1 

• 3 women with CIN-2

• 2 women with carcinoma-in-situ 

• all but one of these women were HPV-infected

•No women were lost-to-follow-up
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